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State supports innovation pathway for Martinez 
 
The Colorado State Board of Education today approved the Innovation Pathway for Billie Martinez 
Elementary School, which is entering its sixth year on the state accountability clock. 
 
Any school that has been rated as Priority Improvement or Turnaround for more than five 
consecutive years in Colorado must go before the State Board of Education, which has four options to 
address achievement issues: close the school, redesign the school as a charter school, let an outside 
entity come in to manage the school or the Innovation Pathway, which allows the school to design an 
innovation plan to address achievement and growth needs of its students. 
 
Billie Martinez Elementary was actually approved as a School of Innovation by the Colorado Board of 
Education last year. However, the school fell 7/10 of a point short of moving into the Improvement 
category this year, and remained on the accountability clock as a school ranked as Priority 
Improvement. Therefore, District 6 had to go back before the State Board of Education Thursday to 
ask for approval of an Innovation Pathway as the means to improve achievement and growth at the 
school. 

 
Superintendent Dr. Deirdre Pilch, Board of Education President Roger DeWitt, Assistant 
Superintendent of Elementary Leadership Wes Tuttle and Martinez Principal Monica Draper 
presented the plan to improve achievement and growth at Martinez at a hearing before the Colorado 
State Board of Education Thursday morning. After the presentation, and questions and statements 
from the State Board of Education members, the Innovation Pathway for Martinez Elementary was 
approved by a vote of 5-1. 
 
Several of the board members thanked the Martinez and District 6 officials for the work they have 
already done to improve achievement and growth at Martinez, and for the detailed plan for the 
Innovation Pathway. Martinez is implementing a Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics focus, as well as utilizing blended learning and project-based learning as a way to move 
student achievement and growth. 
 
“They were less than one point from coming off the clock,” said Commissioner of Education Dr. Katy 
Anthes, who recently visited Martinez Elementary School. “I do believe it is reasonable to continue 
with this plan. 
 
Dr. Pilch told the State Board of Education members that District 6 is responsible for ensuring all its 
students achieve at the highest levels, and graduate the system career and/or college ready, with a 
plan to fulfill their personal goals. 



 
 
 
“I am proud of the hard work the Martinez staff and our District staff have done to develop and 
implement a solid plan to help our students achieve and grow,” Dr. Pilch said after the hearing. “At 
the end of the day, the commitment and work of these teachers and school leaders will make a huge 
impact on the students. We are excited to see where they will go.”  
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